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WARWICK TRAIN STATION 
Grievance 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [9.35 am]: My grievance today is directed to the Minister for Transport. 
A number of my constituents have written to me to raise three separate issues that relate to Warwick train station. 
One is the continued lack of available car parking, even after additional bays were added. Another is the lack of 
security cameras to act as a deterrent to would-be thieves or to catch those who have done wrong, and the third 
relates to the blocked access way located at the northern end of the station. 

Train commuters previously parked at Carine Glades Shopping Centre and either walked or caught a bus to 
Warwick train station. However, the shopping centre management was obviously not happy with this situation as 
their customers were inconvenienced by commuters. They have now done a deal with Wilson Parking whereby all 
users of this car park can park for a maximum of only four hours or face a $65 fine. I understand why the shopping 
centre management has taken this course of action. It should not have to provide parking for the commuters who 
use Warwick train station. One of my constituents who has to drop her children at school before work is not able 
to make it to Warwick train station until 8.50 am, by which time she is unable to find a parking bay. It is important 
for my constituent and many others who are in the same boat to be able to continue to drop off their children at 
school and park at Warwick train station to use the train system to get to work. 

When I wrote to the minister about this problem, the response I received stated that the Warwick train station car 
parking facilities usually reached capacity by 9.30 am. In reality, however, my constituents cannot find a parking 
bay at 8.50 am, which is some 40 minutes prior. The lack of parking at Warwick train station is an issue that needs 
to be addressed. The minister also stated that there is ample capacity at the adjoining Stirling train station, which 
is approximately 7.8 kilometres to the south, and at the new multistorey car parking facility at Edgewater train 
station located approximately 9.8 kilometres to the north. She says that both of these stations always have car 
parking bays available. This is how it should be at all stations and the people who use the Stirling and Edgewater 
stations should be very happy with this news. However, this is not the solution for the people who cannot find car 
parking bays at Warwick train station. The suburb of Edgewater does not even adjoin Warwick; it is located north, 
past the Greenwood and Whitfords stations. Perhaps the minister bypassed both of these stations in her response 
because she is already aware of the existing parking problems at the Greenwood and Whitfords stations. The 
minister also stated that whilst the Public Transport Authority is committed to providing parking at stations when 
and where it can be provided, it is necessary to prioritise proposed improvements to achieve the greatest 
community benefit with the available funding across both rural and metropolitan projects in Western Australia. 
The parking problem at Warwick train station needs to be prioritised as a matter of urgency. Many people commute 
to and from this station and there is simply not enough car parking, bike safety or pedestrian access. The minister 
also stated that it is a regrettable but unavoidable fact that due to continuous population growth, limited land and 
finite financial resources, the PTA cannot provide a parking space at stations for all its patrons. Does this mean 
that the Labor government supports infill targets that will create more homes and bring many more people to 
already established suburbs, but it will not address the urgent need for additional parking at train stations? This is 
a recipe for disaster and will only add to the congestion problems on the freeway. The minister also stated in her 
response that the PTA urges its patrons to utilise Transperth feeder-bus services or consider walking or cycling to 
the station. This brings me to my second point. 

Another one of my young constituents did the right thing and cycled to the train station on his brand new $600 bike. 
He had applied to park inside the cage at the station, but had not received a reply by the time he needed to ride to 
the train station for the first time. What happened on the first day he used his bike was a tragedy. While he was at 
work, the padlock was cut with bolt cutters and a brazen thief stole his bike, which had been carefully parked in 
plain view and locked with a good quality padlock. Obviously, this is not only devastating for him financially, but 
also extremely frustrating as he thought he had taken all due precautions. When he reported the theft to police, he 
was told that this is an extremely common occurrence. 

Upon returning to the scene of the crime, he looked around and noticed that there were no signs warning that there 
is a high risk of theft in this area. The Department of Transport must be aware that this is a common occurrence 
and should have a duty of care to commuters. The lack of signage needs to be addressed to ensure that commuters 
are aware of the risks. Additional closed-circuit television cameras also need to be installed to mitigate this risk. 

My third point is that the pedestrian access way at the northern end of the station is blocked, forcing people to 
walk a further 150 metres to access the station. The primary reason for closing this access was to prevent the 
danger of buses and pedestrians crossing paths. The solution provided does not solve this problem, as pedestrians 
still have to cross in front of buses approximately 150 metres further away. Surely, creating a safer pedestrian 
crossing should be given priority over closing the northern access. I wrote to the minister about this issue on 
13 September and am still waiting for a response. 
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I am not one to dwell only on problems; I am also about solutions. The car parking issues definitely need to be 
addressed; however, the provision of cycling infrastructure and pedestrian access at train stations should also be 
made a high priority to encourage more people to ride and walk to stations. This will be increasingly important as 
infill housing means that there will be many new residents coming into the area who will need to access train 
stations, whether they walk there or use bike shelters or car parking. The provision of new bike shelters, or the 
upgrading of existing facilities to fit more bikes into each shelter, would have the added benefit of much lower 
capital investment compared with the cost of providing facilities such as additional car parking and bus 
interchanges. This should be considered in tandem with increasing the number of car parking bays. 

It is an unfortunate truth that thieves are becoming more desperate, and for this reason, additional CCTV cameras 
need to be installed and signs erected, warning would-be thieves that they are being watched. Hopefully, the 
thought of being caught will be enough of a deterrent for many. 

The parking dilemma at Warwick train station needs to be resolved. I therefore urge the Minister for Transport to 
support pedestrians, prioritise the provision of additional car parking and bike shelters at Warwick train station, 
and ensure that more signs and cameras are located in optimal locations to deter thieves. I am sure that both the 
members for Balcatta and Kingsley would also support this upgrade for all their constituents. I thank the house for 
its attention. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.41 am]: I thank the member for Carine for his 
grievance. Of course, as part of our commitment to public transport, we are always looking at how we can 
encourage more use of our existing rail lines while we build new rail lines. I have tried to take all these grievances 
seriously. 
Mr I.C. Blayney: That’s good. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Compared with what the previous government did; yes, it is good. 
We are always looking at how we can improve parking, security and access. Although I did provide a response to 
the member, we will continue to look at how we can improve security, cycle access and other aspects of train 
stations, in particular in the northern suburbs where there is significant population growth. We always have to see 
how we can better cater for those who want to use our train lines and access our public transport system. 
I note that the member was in government for eight and a half years. I remember when people raised issues in 
Parliament, the member used to sit over here and say, “You guys complain about everything; everything is fine.” 
He never raised these issues on behalf of the public when he was in government. 
Mr A. Krsticevic: I did, as a matter of fact. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No, you did not. You tabled a petition. That is all you did. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

Point of Order 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The member is continually interjecting. It is normal practice that grievances are held in 
silence and with respect. Given it is the member’s own grievance, it seems bizarre that he does not want to hear 
the answer. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr S.J. Price): Thank you. There is no point of order, but can we hear the response 
to your grievance in silence? Thanks, member. 

Grievance Resumed 
Mr A. Krsticevic: We built additional bays. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member can sit there saying things in this chamber again and again. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Carine! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: He interjects during question time, all the time. When he was on this side, we heard nothing 
from him. He was a government member who did nothing. That is what he did. I take the issue seriously and will 
do all I can. The hypocrisy of this member who sat on this side, said nothing, did nothing — 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Carine, anymore and I will call you to order. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member made political comments in his grievance so I will make political comments 
back. He did nothing and now he comes in trying to say that he cares about these issues. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first time. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member is asking for more expenditure, yet he helped kill off the increased royalty for 
the big end of town. Members on the other side have to take responsibility for what they have done. When they 
come in this house and ask for more expenditure, they have to face the fact that they are wrecking the finances 
from opposition. That is what they have to accept. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister! Member for Carine! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member did nothing for eight and a half years and I have already heard from the members 
for Balcatta and Kingsley on issues to do with public transport, train stations and access more than I heard from 
the member in eight and a half years. I have heard more from those two members in six months than I did from 
the member for Carine in eight and a half years. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the second time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I will work with the community to deliver better results, better access to the train station, more 
car parks and better cycling facilities. That is what I will do. But I resent the member making political comments 
in this house about this issue when he did nothing for eight and a half years and is wrecking the state finances from 
opposition. Opposition members have to take responsibility for what they did, when they come into this place and 
ask for more spending. 

Mr A. Krsticevic: Take a padlock off. That is not more spending. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No wonder he wrecked the finances; the member for Carine does not even understand what 
more spending is. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: As I said, I will work with the community and when constituents and residents raise issues, 
I take them seriously. I take every issue seriously. For the members on the other side, I remember that when I used 
to raise issues, I did not even get a letter back from the minister, let alone being able to actually read out one. I wish 
I could have read out letters from ministers. I never got a letter back from a minister. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: I am still waiting for a letter from the Premier. I wrote it in March after the election; he still 
hasn’t written to me. I just cop it. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for South Perth! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member just cops it. I copped it for eight and a half years, more than the member for 
South Perth has ever copped it. I take the issue seriously, always looking at how we can get more outcomes and 
improve services out of our budget. Of course, we are passionate about rail lines. I understand the Leader of the 
Opposition today said, “Abandon Metronet.” It is a party that does not care about public transport, rail lines and 
finances. I will not be lectured about budgeting or public transport by the Liberal Party—not now and not ever. 

I take the issue seriously. I will see what I can do, but the member for Carine did nothing, raised nothing and used 
to insult us when we raised issues. When he sat on this side of the house, he used to say, “Everything is fine; my 
constituents are happy.” He used to call us whingers when we raised issues to deal with the electorate. He sat on 
this side and called us whingers when we raised legitimate issues. 

Mr A. Krsticevic: No, I didn’t. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: You did. 

Several members interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: When we used to raise issues, we were “un–Western Australian”. As I have said, as a minister 
I have tried to take issues and grievances seriously, and everyone understands that, but I will not cop politicking 
in the member’s grievance when he did nothing for eight and a half years. 
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